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The Examcraft Formative bank of questions was designed by our expert 
content creators and is divided according to the specification for Junior 
Cycle. The specification has three interconnected strands, each with a set 
of related elements:

Strand 1: The nature of history; Strand 2: The history of Ireland; Strand 3: 
The history of Europe and the wider world.

Each strand is associated with a range of learning outcomes that set 
out what the student should know or be able to do, following their 
engagement with it. 

For more information about Examcraft Formative, access: www.examcraft.formative.com

Topic 1 - The Historian
Learning outcomes: Strand 1: 1.2, 1.4, 1.5, 1.10

The Historian - Primary Questions 20 questions

The Historian - Extra Questions 10 questions

The Historian - Longer Response Questions 1 question

The Historian - Reflective Questions 2 questions

Total number of questions in Topic 1 33 questions

Topic 2 - The Archaeologist
Learning outcomes: Strand 1: 1.4, 1.5, 1.6

The Archaeologist - Primary Questions 20 questions

The Archaeologist - Extra Questions 10 questions

The Archaeologist - Longer Response Questions 1 question

The Archaeologist - Reflective Questions 2 questions

Total number of questions in Topic 2 33 questions

Topic 3 - Early Christian Ireland
Learning outcomes: Strand 1: 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, 1.8, 1.9, 1.10, 1.11  Strand 2: 2.6, 2.7, 2.10, 2.13  Strand 3: 3.6

Early Christian Ireland - Primary Questions 20 questions

Early Christian Ireland - Extra Questions 10 questions

Early Christian Ireland - Longer Response Questions 1 question

Early Christian Ireland - Reflective Questions 2 questions

Total number of questions in Topic 3 33 questions

Topic 4 - Ancient Rome
Learning outcomes: Strand 1: 1.3, 1.4, 1.6, 1.7, 1.9, 1.11   Strand 3: 3.1, 3.11, 3.14

Ancient Rome - Primary Questions 20 questions

Ancient Rome - Extra Questions 10 questions

Ancient Rome - Longer Response Questions 1 question

Ancient Rome - Reflective Questions 2 questions

Total number of questions in Topic 4 33 questions
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Figure 4: Overview of Junior Cycle History: The interaction between strands 1, 2 and 3 Progression from 
primary to senior cycle

Progression from primary to senior cycle 

PRIMARY SCHOOL CURRICULUM

Primary school history is one of three subjects (along with geography and science) framed within 

the Social, Environmental and Scientific Education (SESE) curriculum area. SESE has a strong 

focus on ‘environment’, which denotes the surroundings or external conditions with which an 

individual (human or other living organism) or community interacts. In this context, history 

focuses on how the activity of people has shaped human, built and cultural environments. 

The acquisition of knowledge, values and skills in a context of exploration and investigation is 

highlighted. The lives of people in the past, national and international history, local studies and 

the work of the historian are studied in a child-centred curriculum. The Junior Cycle History 

specification provides clear opportunities to progress the related learning that has taken place at 

primary level throughout the three years of junior cycle.

SENIOR CYCLE

The Junior Cycle History specification aligns with key features of the Leaving Certificate History 

syllabus. The unifying strand seeks to develop an awareness of the discipline of history that 

informs students’ meaningful engagement with historical contexts and allows for progression 

to more detailed interrogation of the past in the topics for study at senior cycle. This strand also 

helps students to acquire the skills and dispositions to engage in research and working with 

documents—both key features of senior cycle history.

The twin focus on Ireland and on Europe and the wider world at junior cycle aligns with the 

syllabus arrangement at Leaving Certificate level. The elements in the contextual strands at junior 

cycle are also similar in focus to the perspectives that shape content specification in the Leaving 

Certificate syllabus. The broad survey nature of the junior cycle experience is intended to provide 

an authentic foundation for progression to senior cycle history.
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Topic 5 -  Ancient Egypt
Learning outcomes: Strand 1: 1.1, 1.4, 1.5, 1.7, 1.8, 1.9, 1.10, 1.11,  Strand 3: 3.1, 3.14

Ancient Egypt - Primary Questions 20 questions

Ancient Egypt - Extra Questions 10 questions

Ancient Egypt - Longer Response Questions 1 question

Ancient Egypt - Reflective Questions 2 questions

Total number of questions in Topic 5 33 questions

Topic 6 - Life and Death in Medieval Times
Learning outcomes: Strand 1: 1.3, 1.7, 1.10,  Strand 3: 3.1, 3.6, 3.14

Life and Death in Medieval Times - Primary Questions 20 questions

Life and Death in Medieval Times - Extra Questions 10 questions

Life and Death in Medieval Times - Longer Response Questions 1 question

Life and Death in Medieval Times - Reflective Questions 2 questions

Total number of questions in Topic 6 33 questions

Topic 7 - The Renaissance
Learning outcomes: Strand 1: 1.7,   Strand 3: 3.1, 3.7

The Renaissance - Primary Questions 20 questions

The Renaissance - Extra Questions 10 questions

The Renaissance - Longer Response Questions 1 question

The Renaissance - Reflective Questions 2 questions

Total number of questions in Topic 7 33 questions

Topic 8 - The Age of Exploration
Learning outcomes: Strand 1: 1.4,   Strand 3: 3.2

The Age of Exploration - Primary Questions 20 questions

The Age of Exploration - Extra Questions 10 questions

The Age of Exploration - Longer Response Questions 1 question

The Age of Exploration - Reflective Questions 2 questions

Total number of questions in Topic 8 33 questions

Topic 9 - The Reformation
Learning outcomes: Strand 3: 3.8

The Reformation - Primary Questions 20 questions

The Reformation - Extra Questions 10 questions

The Reformation - Longer Response Questions 1 question

The Reformation - Reflective Questions 2 questions

Total number of questions in Topic 9 33 questions

Topic 10 - The Plantations
Learning outcomes: Strand 1: 1.2, 1.4, 1.9,  Strand 2: 2.1, 2.2, 2.4, 2.6

The Plantations - Primary Questions 20 questions

The Plantations - Extra Questions 10 questions

The Plantations - Longer Response Questions 4 question

The Plantations - Reflective Questions 2 questions

Total number of questions in Topic 10 36 questions

2nd Year
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Topic 11 - The American Revolution
Learning outcomes: Strand 1: 1.2, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, Strand 3: 3.3

The American Revolution - Primary Questions 20 questions

The American Revolution - Extra Questions 10 questions

The American Revolution - Longer Response Questions 4 question

The American Revolution - Reflective Questions 2 questions

Total number of questions in Topic 11 36 questions

Topic 12 - The French Revolution
Learning outcomes: Strand 1: 1.4, 1.8, Strand 3: 3.3

The French Revolution - Primary Questions 20 questions

The French Revolution - Extra Questions 10 questions

The French Revolution - Longer Response Questions 2 question

The French Revolution - Reflective Questions 2 questions

Total number of questions in Topic 12 34 questions

Topic 13 - Physical Force Nationalism Pre-20th Century
Learning outcomes: Strand 1: 1.2, 1.3, 1.5, Strand 2: 2.3, 2.4

Physical Force Nationalism Pre-20th Century - Primary Questions 20 questions

Physical Force Nationalism Pre-20th Century - Extra Questions 10 questions

Physical Force Nationalism Pre-20th Century - Longer Response Questions 4 question

Physical Force Nationalism Pre-20th Century - Reflective Questions 2 questions

Total number of questions in Topic 13 36 questions

Topic 14 - The Parliamentary Tradition in Irish Politics

Learning outcomes: Strand 1: 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, 1.7, 1.9, Strand 2: 2.2, 2.3

Charles Stewart Parnell and the Parliamentary Tradition - Primary Questions 20 questions

Daniel O’Connell & the Parliamentary Tradition - Primary Questions 10 questions

The Parliamentary Tradition in Irish Politics - Longer Response Questions 2 questions

The Parliamentary Tradition in Irish Politics - Reflective Questions 2 questions

Total number of questions in Topic 14 33 questions

Topic 15 - The Famine and the Irish Diaspora

Learning outcomes: Strand 1: 1.9, Strand 2: 2.6, 2.7

The Famine and the Irish Diaspora - Primary Questions 30 questions

The Famine and the Irish Diaspora - Extra Questions 10 questions

The Famine and the Irish Diaspora - Longer Response Questions 1 question

The Famine and the Irish Diaspora - Reflective Questions 2 questions

Total number of questions in Topic 15 43 questions

Topic 16 - Cultural, Sporting & Social Movements in Ireland - The GAA

Learning outcome: Strand 2: 2.10

Cultural, Sporting & Social Movements- Primary Questions 20 questions

Cultural, Sporting & Social Movements - Extra Questions 10 questions

Cultural, Sporting & Social Movements - Longer Response Questions 1 question

Unionism, Nationalism, Culture and Sport - Reflective Questions 2 questions

Total number of questions in Topic 16 33 questions
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Topic 18 - The 1916 Rising
Learning outcomes: Strand 1: 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, 1.7, 1.10, Strand 2: 2.4

The 1916 Rising - Primary Questions 20 questions

The 1916 Rising - Extra Questions 15 questions

The 1916 Rising - Longer Response Questions 4 question

The 1916 Rising - Reflective Questions 2 questions

Total number of questions in Topic 18 41 questions

Topic 19 - The War of Independence
Learning outcomes: Strand 1: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, 1.8, Strand 2: 2.4

The War of Independence - Primary Questions 25 questions

The War of Independence - Extra Questions 15 questions

The War of Independence - Longer Response Questions 2 questions

The War of Independence - Reflective Questions 2 questions

Total number of questions in Topic 19 44 questions

Topic 20 - The Irish Civil War
Learning outcomes: Strand 1: 1.1, 1.2, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, 1.8, 1.10, Strand 2: 2.4

The Irish Civil War - Primary Questions 20 questions

The Irish Civil War - Extra Questions 15 questions

The Irish Civil War - Longer Response Questions 2 questions

Ireland during World War II - The Emergency - Reflective Questions 3 questions

Total number of questions in Topic 20 40 questions

Topic 21 - Ireland during World War II - The Emergency
Learning outcomes: Strand 1: 1.3, Strand 2: 2.8

Ireland during World War II (The Emergency) - Primary Questions 20 questions

Ireland during World War II (The Emergency) - Extra Questions 10 questions

Ireland during World War II (The Emergency) - Longer Response Questions 5 questions

Ireland during World War II (The Emergency) - Reflective Questions 2 questions

Total number of questions in Topic 21 37 questions

Topic 22 - Ireland in the 1960’s
Learning outcomes: Strand 1: 1.1, 1.5, 1.7, 1.9, 1.10, 1.11, Strand 2: 2.12, Strand 3: 3.11

Ireland in the 1960’s - Primary Questions 20 questions

Ireland in the 1960's - Extra Questions 10 questions

Ireland in the 1960’s - Longer Response Questions 3 questions

Ireland in the 1960’s - Reflective Questions 2 questions

Total number of questions in Topic 22 35 questions

3rd Year

Topic 17 - The Rise and Impact of Nationalism & Unionism

Learning outcomes: Strand 1: 1.4, 1.10, Strand 2: 2.4, 2.7

The Rise and Impact of Nationalism & Unionism - Primary Questions 20 questions

The Rise and Impact of Nationalism & Unionism - Extra Questions 10 questions

The Rise and Impact of Nationalism & Unionism - Longer Response Questions 3 questions

The Rise and Impact of Nationalism & Unionism - Reflective Questions 2 questions

Total number of questions in Topic 17 35 questions
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Topic 23 - The Troubles in Northern Ireland
Learning outcomes: Strand 1: 1.3, 1.5, Strand 2: 2.5, 2.13, Strand 3: 3.4, 3.9, 3.10

The Troubles in Northern Ireland - Primary Questions 20 questions

 The Troubles in Northern Ireland - Extra Questions 10 questions

 The Troubles in Northern Ireland - Longer Response Questions 3 questions

 The Troubles in Northern Ireland - Reflective Questions 3 questions

Total number of questions in Topic 23 36 questions

Topic 24 - Women in 20th Century Ireland
Learning outcomes: Strand 1: 1.3, Strand 2: 2.9

Women in 20th Century Ireland - Primary Questions 20 questions

Women in 20th Century Ireland - Extra Questions 10 questions

Women in 20th Century Ireland - Longer Response Questions 3 questions

Women in 20th Century Ireland - Reflective Questions 3 questions

Total number of questions in Topic 24 36 questions

Topic 25 - Communist Russia
Learning outcomes: Strand 1: 1.5, Strand 3: 3.9

Communist Russia - Primary Questions 20 questions

Communist Russia - Extra Questions 10 questions

Communist Russia - Longer Response Questions 3 questions

Communist Russia - Reflective Questions 4 questions

Total number of questions in Topic 25 37 questions

Topic 26 - Fascist Germany
Learning outcomes: Strand 1: 1.3, 1.5, Strand 3: 3.9, 3.10

Fascist Germany - Primary Questions 20 questions

Fascist Germany - Extra Questions 10 questions

Fascist Germany - Longer Response Questions 4 questions

Fascist Germany - Reflective Questions 4 questions

Total number of questions in Topic 26 38 questions

Topic 27 - Causes of World War II
Learning outcomes: Strand 1: 1.5, 1.10, Strand 3: 3.4

Causes of World War II - Primary Questions 20 questions

Causes of World War II - Extra Questions 10 questions

Causes of World War II - Longer Response Questions 3 questions

Causes of World War II - Reflective Questions 5 questions

Total number of questions in Topic 27 38 questions

Topic 28 - World War II
Learning outcomes: Strand 1: 1.1, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, 1.10, Strand 2: 2.8, Strand 3: 3.4, 3.11

World War II - Primary Questions 20 questions

World War II - Extra Questions 10 questions

World War II - Longer Response Questions 4 questions

World War II - Reflective Questions 4 questions

Total number of questions in Topic 28 34 questions
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Topic 29 - The Holocaust
Learning outcomes: Strand 1: 1.1, 1.8, 1.9, 1.10, Strand 3: 3.10

The Holocaust - Primary Questions 20 questions

The Holocaust - Extra Questions 10 questions

The Holocaust - Longer Response Questions 3 questions

The Holocaust - Reflective Questions 3 questions

Total number of questions in Topic 29 36 questions

Topic 30 - European Integration
Learning outcomes: Strand 1: 1.5, Strand 2: 2.13, Strand 3: 3.12

European Integration - Primary Questions 20 questions

European Integration - Extra Questions 10 questions

European Integration - Longer Response Questions 3 questions

European Integration - Reflective Questions 2 questions

Ireland and Europe 24 questions

Total number of questions in Topic 30 59 questions

Topic 31 - Crime and Punishment
Learning outcomes: Strand 1: 1.3, Strand 3: 3.14

Crime and Punishment - Primary Questions 20 questions

Crime and Punishment - Extra Questions 10 questions

Crime and Punishment - Longer Response Questions 3 questions

Crime and Punishment - Reflective Questions 2 questions

Total number of questions in Topic 31 35 questions


